Tips for Writing Effective Public Comments

Read the proposed regulations and take notes on any areas of concern. Research how others are
talking about the proposed regulations and their impacts.

Write individual comments. The Department of Education only needs to respond to original
comments. If they receive 20,000 form letter comments, they will count this as one single comment
since they are all identical. Therefore, 1000 original comments will carry more weight than tens of

thousands of form letter comments.

Don’t worry about writing a dissertation. Comment on the areas you feel most strongly about to
keep the process manageable and efficient for the time you have. Feel free to team up with others to
divide and conquer. Each of you can take one or two areas to focus on and then combine your
comments together into a more comprehensive set of comments.

1

Use clear headings to organize your comments. When commenting on a specific area, be sure to
reference the page number (from the PDF) and the section number. Keeping your comments organized
with logical headings and references will ensure they are easier to follow and understand.

Include personal stories and statements. If you've been personally affected, write about your
experience and the impacts you faced, if you feel comfortable doing so. All comments are public,
‘including your name, so if you do not feel comfortable having your name and story public, you can enter

Anonymous as your first and last names.

Give specific examples of the impact proposed regulations will have on students. Use your

expertise as a student, staff, or faculty member to support your examples. If you use any examples that
are not your own experiences, be sure to ask permission to share another person’s experience (even if
you do not include identifying details), and take care to write about the examples/experiences in a safe

and ethical way.

Use strong data. Statistics and data, whether nationally or from your own campus, will go a long way
in highlighting the magnitude of the issue and contextualizing the potential impacts of the proposed

regulations.

Cite research and best practices. Be sure to cite your sources and back up your arguments with
research and best practices. Agency reviewers look for sound science and reasoning in comments.

Offer recommendations. If you have a better solution for a specific problem highlighted in the
proposed regulations, offer it in your comments..:

Don't use inflammatory language. While we all have strong opinions about politics and politicians,
keeping your comments professional and on-point will ensure that your comments are taken seriously

and not discarded for profanity or inappropriateness.

Mobilize others to write comments. Share your resources and opinions with your friends, colleagues,
and others who have a stake in Title IX. Host a comment-writing party, attend meetings where the
proposed regulations will be discussed and offer your thoughts, post on social media, ask your student
organization leaders to add this topic to an upcoming meeting agenda for discussion, etc.
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